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Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence by Ahmad Hasan Introduction Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence by
Ahmad Hasan is a comprehensive exploration of the foundational methodologies and philosophical
underpinnings that guide the development and application of Islamic law (Sharia). Drawing from
classical sources and modern analytical approaches, Ahmad Hasan's work aims to elucidate the
principles that govern legal reasoning within Islam. This book is considered a significant contribution to
the field, providing clarity on how jurists interpret the divine texts and adapt them to changing
circumstances while maintaining the integrity of Islamic law. Overview of Islamic Jurisprudence (Figh)
Islamic jurisprudence, known as Figh, is the human understanding and practice of Sharia. It
encompasses the detailed rules and principles derived from the Quran and Sunnah, which are the
primary sources, as well as secondary sources such as consensus (ijma) and analogical reasoning
(giyas). Ahmad Hasan's work emphasizes that Figh is not static; rather, it evolves through scholarly
reasoning grounded in the foundational principles of Islam. The Significance of Principles in Islamic
Jurisprudence The principles of Islamic jurisprudence serve as the guiding framework for jurists
(fugaha) in deriving legal rulings. These principles ensure consistency, fairness, and fidelity to the
divine sources. They also facilitate the resolution of new issues that arise in Muslim communities,
especially in contemporary contexts where modern challenges require innovative legal reasoning. Core
Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence by Ahmad Hasan 1. The Divine Origin of Law The foundation of
Islamic jurisprudence is the belief that law is divine and unchangeable. Ahmad Hasan emphasizes that
all legal rulings are rooted in Allah's commands as revealed in the Quran and Sunnah. This divine origin
distinguishes Islamic law from human-made legal systems. > Key Points: > - The Quran is the primary
source of law. > - The Sunnah complements the Quran and provides contextual understanding. > -
Laws are designed to serve justice, welfare, and moral integrity. 2. The Role of Reason Islamic
jurisprudence recognizes reason (agl) as an essential tool in understanding and applying divine
legislation. Ahmad Hasan underscores that reason is subordinate to divine revelation but is vital for
interpreting ambiguous texts and applying principles to new situations. > Key Points: > - Reason helps
in understanding the context and objectives (maqasid) of law. > - It is used in analogical reasoning and
in solving issues not explicitly addressed in texts. > - Reasoning must align with the objectives of
Sharia and uphold justice. 3. Sources of Islamic Law The primary and secondary sources form the basis
for legal derivation. Ahmad Hasan elaborates on these sources and their hierarchy:

1. Quran
2. Sunnah (Traditions of the Prophet Muhammad)
3. ljma (Consensus of scholars)
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4. Qiyas (Analogical reasoning)
5. Istislah (Public interest) and Maslahah (Welfare)

He stresses that the Quran and Sunnah are infallible, while the secondary sources are interpretative
tools that require scholarly consensus and reasoning. 4. The Principle of ljtihad ljtihad (independent
legal reasoning) is central to the development of Islamic law. Ahmad Hasan highlights that qualified
scholars must exercise ijtihad to derive rulings in new contexts, especially when texts do not explicitly
address the issue. > Key Points: > - ljtihad is a continuous process, not limited to the early Islamic
period. > - It involves careful analysis, interpretation, and application of sources. > - Proper exercising
of ijtihad maintains the flexibility and adaptability of Sharia. 5. The Objectives of Sharia (Maqasid al-
Sharia) A unique feature of Ahmad Hasan's approach is his emphasis on maqasid, or the objectives, of
Islamic law. He argues that laws should serve the overarching goals of preserving religion (din), life
(nafs), intellect (aql), lineage (nasl), and property (mal). > Key Points: > - Legal rulings should promote
justice, welfare, and moral uprightness. > - Understanding maqasid helps in resolving conflicts and
modern issues. > - The maqasid serve as a criteria for evaluating the validity of legal rulings.
Methodology of Legal Derivation in Islamic Jurisprudence 1. Textual Analysis The primary step involves
meticulous analysis of the Quran and Sunnah. Ahmad Hasan emphasizes contextual understanding,
linguistic precision, and the consideration of the circumstances (asbab al-nuzul) surrounding
revelations. 2. Analogical Reasoning (Qiyas) Qiyas involves establishing a legal analogy between an
existing ruling and a new issue. It is used when explicit texts do not address the issue directly. > Steps
in Qiyas: > - Identifying the asl (original case) with a known ruling. > - Establishing the fur'u (new case)
as similar in illah (effective cause). > - Deriving the ruling for the new case based on the original. 3.
Consensus (ljma) Scholarly consensus is considered a strong source of law, especially when it reflects
unanimity among qualified scholars. Ahmad Hasan discusses its role in stabilizing legal rulings and
preventing disputes. 4. Jurisprudential Principles (Usul al-Figh) The use of foundational principles
guides legal reasoning. These include the principles of justice, public interest, and the objectives
(magqasid) of law. Modern Applications and Challenges 1. ljtihad in Contemporary Issues Ahmad Hasan
advocates for the continued exercise of ijtihad to address contemporary challenges such as finance,
bioethics, and human rights. He emphasizes that scholars should employ sound reasoning, grounded in
Islamic principles, to make rulings relevant to today's world. 2. Balancing Text and Context There is an
ongoing debate within Islamic jurisprudence about the balance between literal textual interpretation
and contextual understanding. Ahmad Hasan suggests that flexibility and contextualization are
necessary to serve justice and societal welfare. 3. The Role of Scholars and Institutions He underscores
the importance of qualified scholars (muftis) and institutions in maintaining the integrity of
jurisprudential reasoning. Proper training, adherence to methodological principles, and scholarly
consensus are vital for the legitimacy of rulings. Critical Perspectives and Contributions by Ahmad
Hasan - He emphasizes that principles of jurisprudence are not merely theoretical but have practical
implications. - His approach integrates classical jurisprudential methodology with modern needs. - He
advocates for a dynamic understanding of maqasid to adapt Islamic law to contemporary issues. - His



work highlights the importance of ethical considerations and social justice in legal rulings. Conclusion
Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence by Ahmad Hasan offers an in-depth, methodical, and modern
perspective on how Islamic law is derived, interpreted, and applied. By emphasizing divine authority,
reason, the sources of law, the role of ijtihad, and the objectives of Sharia, Hasan provides a robust
framework for understanding Islamic jurisprudence's core principles. His work encourages scholars and
practitioners to approach jurisprudence with rigor, flexibility, and a deep commitment to justice and
societal welfare. This comprehensive understanding is essential for maintaining the relevance and
integrity of Islamic law in the ever-changing landscape of the modern world.

Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence by Ahmad Hasan: An In-Depth Exploration
Introduction

Principles of Islamic jurisprudence by Ahmad Hasan stands as a significant scholarly contribution to the
understanding of how Islamic law—Shariah—is derived, interpreted, and applied. Rooted in a rich
tradition that balances divine revelation with human reasoning, Hasan’s work offers a systematic
framework for scholars, students, and practitioners alike. By delving into the core principles that
underpin Islamic legal thought, this work aims to elucidate the methodologies, sources, and principles
that guide Islamic jurisprudence (Figh). In this article, we explore the key themes and insights from
Hasan’s treatise, providing a comprehensive, accessible overview that bridges scholarly depth with
clarity for the broader reader.

The Foundation of Islamic Jurisprudence: Divine Revelation and Human Reason
The Centrality of Revelation

At the heart of Islamic jurisprudence lies the belief that law originates from divine sources. The Qur'an,
considered the literal word of God (Allah), is the primary source. Its verses establish fundamental
principles, commandments, and prohibitions that form the basis of Figh. Alongside the Qur'an, the
Sunnah—sayings, actions, and approvals of the Prophet Muhammad—serves as an essential secondary
source, providing contextual and practical guidance.

Hasan emphasizes that these divine texts are immutable and form the original legal framework. They
serve as the foundation upon which all subsequent legal reasoning is built. The integrity and
authenticity of these texts are paramount, and scholars employ rigorous methods to interpret them
accurately.

The Role of Human Reason and ljtihad

While divine revelation provides the primary sources, human reasoning (aql) plays a crucial role in
understanding and applying Islamic law. Hasan underscores the importance of ljtihad—independent
legal reasoning—especially in cases where the Qur'an and Sunnah do not provide explicit guidance.

He elaborates that ljtihad is a disciplined process that involves:
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1. Understanding the context of the divine texts
2. Analyzing the objectives (Maqasid) of Shariah
3. Applying analogy (Qiyas) to derive rulings

4. Considering consensus (ljma) among scholars

Hasan advocates for a balanced approach where human effort complements divine sources, ensuring
that Islamic law remains relevant and adaptable across different contexts and eras.

Sources of Islamic Law According to Ahmad Hasan

Primary Sources

1. Qur'an: The definitive source, with clear commandments and guidance.
2. Sunnah: The practices and sayings of Prophet Muhammad, serving as a practical exposition of the
Qur'an.

Secondary Sources

1. ljma (Consensus): The agreement of qualified scholars on a particular issue. Hasan emphasizes its
importance in maintaining unity and consistency in Islamic law.
2. Qiyas (Analogy): Deductive reasoning that extends rulings from known texts to new situations.

Additional Sources

1. Maslahah (Public Interest): Consideration of societal welfare.
2. Istislah (Public Welfare-based reasoning): Used when analogical reasoning is insufficient.
3. Urf (Custom): Local customs that do not contradict Shariah.

Hasan points out that these sources are not hierarchical per se but are employed contextually to arrive
at sound legal judgments.

Principles and Methodologies in Islamic Jurisprudence
The Objectives of Shariah (Maqasid al-Shariah)

One of Hasan'’s core contributions is his emphasis on Maqgasid, or the overarching goals of Islamic law.
These include:

Preservation of Din (Religion)
Preservation of Nafs (Life)

Preservation of Agl (Intellect)
Preservation of Nasl (Lineage)
Preservation of Mal (Property)

v e e

He argues that understanding these objectives guides jurists in making decisions that uphold justice,
equity, and societal well-being.



The Principle of Maslahah (Public Interest)

Hasan highlights Maslahah as a vital principle that allows flexibility within Islamic law. When explicit
texts do not specify a ruling, jurists consider whether a particular action promotes or prevents societal
welfare. This approach ensures that Islamic law remains responsive to changing circumstances without
compromising its core values.

The Concept of Istislah and Its Application

Istislah is an extension of Maslahah, permitting jurists to prioritize public interest in cases of ambiguity
or absence of clear textual guidance. Hasan illustrates how this principle has historically been applied
to issues like banking, insurance, and urban planning, where modern needs require innovative legal
solutions grounded in Islamic ethics.

The Role of ljtihad and Its Limits
Dynamic Interpretation

Hasan advocates for a dynamic understanding of ljtihad, emphasizing that qualified scholars should
continually interpret and reinterpret sources to meet contemporary challenges. This process allows
Islamic law to evolve without losing its divine essence.

Limitations and Precautions

However, Hasan warns against Tahrif (distortion) and Taqglid (blind imitation). He stresses the
importance of scholarly rigor, contextual awareness, and adherence to established principles to
prevent misinterpretation or deviation from authentic sources.

Application of Principles in Modern Contexts
Addressing Contemporary Issues

Hasan’s principles serve as a guide for addressing complex modern issues such as:

Financial transactions and banking
Bioethics and healthcare
Environmental conservation

.

Human rights and social justice

He demonstrates that by applying the principles of Magasid, Maslahah, and Qiyas, jurists can derive
rulings that uphold Islamic values while respecting societal progress.

The Balance Between Tradition and Innovation

A recurring theme in Hasan’s work is the necessity of balancing tradition with innovation. While rooted
in classical jurisprudence, he advocates for ljtihad that considers the realities of today’s world,
ensuring that Islamic law remains living and relevant.
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The Significance of Scholarly Consensus and Diversity of Opinions
The Role of ljma

Hasan underscores that [jma functions as a unifying force among scholars, helping prevent
fragmentation. Nevertheless, he acknowledges that consensus is not always easily achievable,
especially in diverse contexts.

Respecting Diverse Juristic Opinions

He stresses that legitimate differences (lkhtilaf) among scholars are part of the richness of Islamic
jurisprudence. Such diversity allows flexibility and accommodates various cultural and social contexts,
provided the core principles are upheld.

Concluding Remarks

Principles of Islamic jurisprudence by Ahmad Hasan offers a comprehensive, systematic approach to
understanding how Islamic law is derived, interpreted, and applied. By meticulously analyzing sources,
emphasizing objectives, and advocating for reasoned ljtihad, Hasan provides valuable insights into the
dynamic nature of Figh. His work underscores that Islamic law is not static but a living tradition
capable of responding to the needs of contemporary societies while remaining anchored in divine
guidance.

In a world marked by rapid change and complex ethical dilemmas, Hasan’s principles serve as a vital
beacon for scholars, legal practitioners, and Muslims seeking to navigate modern challenges with
fidelity to their faith. His contributions reinforce the importance of scholarly rigor, contextual
awareness, and a balanced approach that upholds the integrity of Islamic jurisprudence amidst
evolving societal landscapes.

In Summary:

1. Islamic jurisprudence is rooted in divine revelation, with human reasoning playing a complementary
role.

2. The primary sources are the Qur'an and Sunnah, supported by consensus (ljma) and analogy

(Qiyas).

The objectives of Magasid shape the jurisprudential approach, emphasizing societal welfare.

Principles like Maslahah and Istislah enable flexibility and relevance in modern contexts.

litihad is vital for adaptation but must be exercised with scholarly rigor.

Diversity of opinions enriches Islamic legal discourse, provided core principles are maintained.

No U seWw

Hasan’s work demonstrates that Islamic law can evolve ethically and responsibly to address
contemporary issues.

This comprehensive understanding underscores the enduring relevance of Principles of Islamic
Jurisprudence and the pioneering insights of Ahmad Hasan in shaping modern Islamic legal thought.



Questions & Answers About principles of islamic jurisprudence

by ahmad hasan

'Principles of Islamic
Jurisprudence' for contemporary
Islamic legal studies?

No Question Answer

1 | What is the main focus of The book primarily explores the foundational principles and
'‘Principles of Islamic methodologies used in deriving Islamic legal rulings,
Jurisprudence' by Ahmad Hasan? | emphasizing the sources, principles, and reasoning

processes in Islamic jurisprudence.

2 | How does Ahmad Hasan explain | Ahmad Hasan discusses ljma (consensus) and Qiyas
the role of [jma and Qiyas in (analogical reasoning) as essential secondary sources of
Islamic law? Islamic law, highlighting their importance in deriving legal

rulings when the primary sources, Quran and Sunnah, are
not explicit.

3 | What are the key sources of The book covers the Quran, Sunnah (Prophetic traditions),
Islamic jurisprudence covered in | Iljma (consensus), and Qiyas (analogical reasoning) as the
Ahmad Hasan's book? main sources for deriving Islamic legal rulings.

4 | Does Ahmad Hasan's 'Principles Yes, the book discusses ljtihad as the independent
of Islamic Jurisprudence' discuss | reasoning process used by scholars to interpret Islamic law,
the concept of ljtihad? especially in cases where clear texts are absent or

ambiguous.

5 | How does Ahmad Hasan address | He acknowledges the existence of differing opinions among
the issue of differing legal scholars and emphasizes the importance of understanding
opinions (lkhtilaf) in Islamic the principles behind these differences and the contexts in
jurisprudence? which they arise.

6 | What is the significance of The book provides a systematic understanding of legal

methodology, helping students and scholars comprehend
how Islamic law is derived and applied, which is crucial for
modern Islamic legal reforms and applications.

Islamic jurisprudence, Ahkam, Figh, Usul al-Figh, Islamic law, Sharia, Mufti, ljtihad, Qiyas, Maslahah
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